
Name _________________

Go to the history of county government link.  Carefully read the article �The Develop-
ment of Ohio Counties and County Government�.  Answer the questions below.

1. Ohio county government can be traced back more than _________ years ago to
____________.

2. What were three main responsibilities of county government during colonial times?
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain the meaning of the following sentence.  �In Ohio, counties predated state-
hood.�

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How did the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 effect counties?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. _________ was the first county in �Ohio Country�.  It was established in
____________.

6. __________ was the last county in Ohio.  It was established in _______.

7. How did the responsibilities of county government change after Ohio became a state
in 1803?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. County government continues to change.  State and federal responsibilities have been
shifted to the counties.  Explain at least two new responsibilities that counties have
today that they didn�t have in the 1800�s.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

9. Why do you think county government has become more responsible for public issues
over the last two centuries?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________

10. Why do you think that Ohio had to keep dividing its land into the 88 counties that we
have today?  How did this help the people living in Ohio?

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


